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WYSOX TOWNSHIP - The Progress Authority on Thursday awarded its 2011 Business of the Year Award to Global Tungsten & Powders Corp. in recognition of its recent multi-million-dollar expansion, and awarded its 2011 Citizen of the Year Award to Towanda Borough councilman Paul Sweitzer.

Global Tungsten & Powders' Towanda plant "had a significant capital investment over the past year" so that it could manufacture components of a fuel cell prototype, Progress Authority President Paul Kreischer said at the Progress Authority's annual dinner, which was held at the Towanda Country Club in Wysox Township.

"I understand it (the fuel cell prototype) was a success," Kreischer said.

That success means that at Global Tungsten & Powders, they "are looking for further expansion of the facility for the manufacture (of components for) fuel cells," he said.

"With the success of the fuel cell project, GTP Corp. will make future plans to expand the (Towanda) plant's facilities to manufacture (components of solid oxide) fuel cells," according to written information supplied by the Progress Authority.

Over the past year, Global Tungsten & Powders Corp. added a 30,000 square foot addition to its Towanda plant for the production of components for the fuel cell prototype, according to the written information.

The Plansee Group, which is the holding company in Reutte, Austria that owns GTP Corp., invested considerable capital over the last year in GTP, 80 percent of which took place at the Towanda plant, and 20 percent at the GTP facility in the city of Bruntal in the Czech Republic, Global Tungsten & Powders CEO Andreas Lackner said after the meeting.

The largest part of the investment was for the manufacture of interconnection plates, which are components of the solid oxide fuel cells, he said.

As a result of the investment, the Towanda plant is in the process of hiring 50 additional employees, which will be completed this summer when production of the components will begin, he said.
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